
Chapter Officers’ Call Notes  
May 21, 2020 

Attendees 

• Arizona Chapter: Scott Kreitlein  

• Colorado Chapter: Kathy Ramirez-Aguilar (HQ Board of Directors) 

• Emerald City Chapter: Burcin Moehring 

• Georgia Chapter: Todd Mowinski 

• National Capital Chapter: Dave Tash 

• New England Chapter: Ken Crooks, Quentin Gilly 

• North Carolina-Triangle Chapter: Pete Caudle, Tom Smith (HQ Board of Directors) 

• Northern California Chapter: Alison Farmer, Barb Lambing  

• San Diego: Dennis Shea 

• Saint Louis Chapter: Erin Riley  

• Windy City Chapter: Markus Schaufele 

• Headquarters: Phil Wirdzek, Kathleen Brady 

Chapter Roundup: What Challenges/Events Are You Having During COVID-19? 

• New England: Assisting with the next I2SL town hall on lessons learned from COVID-19 in labs. 
Had been considering a large event later in the year, but that’s on hold. Talking about how to go 
virtual, while not getting stuck in pursuit of perfection. 

• National Capital: Had to cancel an April social event; hoping to reschedule. Hoping to still do a 
walk-through at NIH. Dave asked whether HQ could help with hosting a virtual event, and Phil 
said ERG could support with chapter or sponsorship funds. Dave asked if other chapters would 
like to split the costs since virtual events could be promoted/accessed from anywhere. 

• North Carolina: Planned events were canceled, but hoping to revive in the fall, such as a hands-
on O&M workshop with 3Flow. Otherwise focused on growing the chapter and building off a 
successful event at the beginning of 2020. 

• Georgia: Working on a newsletter issue now and thinking about transitions for officers. Have 
ideas for events when things open up. Excited about the conference coming to Atlanta in 2021. 

• Saint Louis: Had to postpone their first chapter meeting and are not sure when people are going 
to want to congregate. Talking about a virtual meeting, but it’s hard since the chapter isn’t well 
established. Focused on recruiting and will share the town hall meeting with potential members. 
Fundraising/sponsorships are on hold due to economic situation; furloughs have affected board 
members temporarily, but they hope to be involved again when things heat up again. Tom 
Smith mentioned that Washington University may have useful information about labs 
reopening; he will send a note of introduction to Phil to his contact there. 

• Windy City: The town hall was useful and well-attended; glad another one is coming. The 
chapter has mainly been focused on conference planning, but that may change; tours of new 
buildings will be challenging with COVID-19 restrictions. 

• Arizona: Tours aren’t feasible, so they are holding a webinar on humidity controls in buildings 
this week; using Microsoft Teams hosted by Scott’s company. Working on recruiting institutions 
interested in sustainability and possible design guidelines on fume hood exhaust concerns to 
share with research institutions. Board has been meeting monthly this year and is seeking a 
treasurer. Phil noted that HQ would be happy to promote these efforts as appropriate. 



• San Diego: Has been more fortunate with construction deemed essential and working on getting 
back to work in facilities soon. For sponsors who signed up last year for one year, it might be 
hard to justify renewal; they’re considering extending sponsorships through the end of the year. 
Ken Crooks agreed that New England is in the same situation with fundraising. The chapter did 
not get a lot of positive feedback on web-based events, but they are doing one; are hoping to 
convene in the summer. Phil said HQ would be happy to promote it. 

• Northern California: Sponsorships will likely be extended to next year. The chapter collaborated 
to hold the first town hall on Returning to the Operational Lab Environment During COVID-19. 
They are continuing to collaborate with the local chapter of ISPE on webinars. The chapter held 
its elections and is transitioning to new officers. Barb introduced herself as liaison to HQ. 

• Emerald City: Their March event on laboratory flexibility had to be postponed, but speakers said 
they would be happy to reschedule. In the meantime, they are planning to organize Zoom 
webinars. They would also like to promote HQ and other chapters’ webinars to their members. 
They are also thinking about extending sponsorships for six months but haven’t made it official. 

Chapter Administration 

• Ann Wirdzek sent out the chapter financials to all the treasurers; please contact her with any 
questions. 

Conference/Resources Update 

• I2SL still has a contract in place for the conference in Chicago but is closely monitoring the 
Illinois’ governor’s five-phase plan, which will not allow gatherings of 50 people or more unless 
certain conditions are met. HQ is working with the hotel to determine next steps and 
researching virtual options; the conference will take place in some form October 4-7, 2020. 

• Resources for COVID-19, including the recording of the first town hall, are available on the 
i2sl.org website; see links on the homepage for those resources and the new Smart Lab 
Accelerator toolkit HQ is hosting. 


