
Chapter Officers Call Notes 

January 13, 2021 

 

Attendees 

• Arizona: Scott Kreitlein 

• Colorado: Sean Convery 

• Emerald City: Burcin Moehring 

• Georgia: Kelly Weisinger, Star Scott 

• Great Lakes: Adana Johns, Markus Schaufele 

• Heart of America: Patrick Kantor  

• New England: Ken Crooks, Quentin Gilly, Jacob Werner 

• North Carolina-Triangle: Jessica O’Hara 

• Northern California: David Bendet, John McDonald 

• San Diego: Dennis Shea 

• St. Louis: Punit Jain 

• Headquarters: Phil Wirdzek, Kathleen Brady, and Michaela Magnuson 

 

What’s New at HQ 

 

Phil reviewed some new programs and tools for chapters to utilize: 

 

• I2SL’s new Teachable site hosts the Annual Conference session recordings, as well as recordings 

from the Colorado/Heart of America/St. Louis Education Day in November 2020. Courses are 

$100. We encourage chapters to access the recordings to hold their own virtual events. 

o You can contact the speakers from the presentations if you’d like them to join for a live 

Q&A. 

o ERG can add chapters’ recorded presentations to the Teachable site as well. I2SL already 

pays for the site, so it can host the recordings for free, and chapters would be assessed 

nominal costs for ERG’s time to add the courses.  

• Five new guides to the I2SL Best Practices and more will be added over the next year. Please feel free 

to access the guides for chapter purposes or share the link with your local members. 

• The Laboratory Benchmarking Tool (LBT) has made some great progress over the past year, but I2SL 

needs to find a sponsor(s) to help maintain the tool down the road. The sponsorship amount is 

negotiable. If you know anyone who may want to sponsor the LBT, please contact Phil Wirdzek. 

• I2SL has invited design firms to do a virtual tour of their new projects for a new Tech Tuesdays series. 

The firm would be responsible for filming the tour recording, and I2SL would set up the webinar and 

complete the outreach and promotion. If you or one of your colleagues is interested, please contact 

Kathleen Brady at ERG, 202/236-6194 or kathleen.brady@erg.com. 

• Registration for the 2021 International Freezer Challenge is now open. Please share this flier with 

anyone who may be interested in participating in this year’s Challenge. 

• Adana Johns from the Great Lakes Chapter shared information about the I2SL Lab User Manual 

Working Group. The steering committee, which has 10 members, has been creating six 

subcommittees, and the group is looking for more volunteers. Each subcommittee will have two co-

chairs and four to six members. If you are a lab user or work with lab users, please consider getting 

https://i2sl.teachable.com/
https://www.i2sl.org/resources/bpg.html
https://www.i2sl.org/resources/bpg.html
https://lbt.i2sl.org/
mailto:philwirdzek@i2sl.org
mailto:kathleen.brady@erg.com
https://www.freezerchallenge.org/
https://www.i2sl.org/documents/2021_fcflier.pdf


involved. You can view the recording from the 2020 Annual Conference meeting and other 

information on the working group’s webpage. If you’d like to join the working group’s efforts, please 

email Adana. 

 

Planning for the 2021 Conference 

 

Phil gave an update on the status of the 2021 I2SL Annual Conference, which is currently scheduled for 

September 26-28 in Atlanta; I2SL will continue monitoring the spread of COVID-19. We don’t want to 

cancel an in-person conference, but we need to be sure it will be a safe environment for everyone in 

attendance. We are currently working with the Georgia Chapter and the hotel, since I2SL does already 

have a contract and there are obligations for us to follow through on. We’ve gathered a lot of useful 

information from the I2SL community through the 2021 conference planning survey. If you didn’t have a 

chance to take it, the survey is still open and we’d greatly appreciate your input.  

 

Chapter Plans for 2021 

 

Representatives from each chapter shared what they did in 2020 and their plans for 2021. 

 

New England: In late 2020, the chapter completed a study to see what kind of events members in New 

England area want. In 2021, they hope to offer virtual tours and panel discussions. It has been hard to 

ask for donations and sponsorships during this time since many companies are struggling, but they are 

still financially stable. Once they start doing events again, they will solicit sponsors again. 

 

North Carolina-Triangle: The officers discussed contacting previous sponsors support the chapter again 

in 2021. For the upcoming year, they are discussing virtual meetings with presentations about airflow 

and COVID-19. 

 

Georgia: Georgia is the host chapter for the 2021 I2SL Conference. In 2020, the chapter tried various 

engagement tactics, but most members have been addressing the challenges of COVID-19. They also 

attempted to solicit virtual presentations from members, but they didn’t get any responses. In the 

upcoming month, they are holding a virtual lunch-and-learn with Tom Smith of 3Flow. To incentivize 

people to attend, they are thinking about offering lunch delivery coupons for the event, or in lieu of 

lunch, donating to a local nonprofit working on social justice and sustainability. They are still trying to 

work out the logistics, and if anyone has any suggestions for incentivizing attendance, please contact 

Kelly Weisinger.   

 

Saint Louis: The chapter started in January 2020, and the board has met once a month. In June, they 

organized a local panel discussion about returning to labs during COVID-19 featuring speakers from local 

universities. In November, they co-hosted Education Day with the Colorado and Heart of America 

chapters which gave the chapter more exposure. They raised close to $10,000 in sponsorships during 

2020. They currently have 25-30 official members and have a goal to double that number this the year. 

For 2021, they are planning to have a virtual event every two months, starting with a social event for 

February to engage with members.  Additionally, they started a sending out a monthly newsletter to 

around 250 people.  

https://www.i2sl.org/working/labusermanual.html
mailto:Adana.Johns@perkinswill.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QKTK89K
mailto:kelly.weisinger@emory.edu


 

Heart of America: The chapter is planning to hold a virtual lunch-and-learn in the first quarter of 2021, 

then they want to reassess and see how things are going with COVID-19 before planning more events.  

 

Great Lakes: The Windy City Chapter changed its name to Great Lakes to broaden their reach. In 2021, 

they plan to host panel discussions and possibly use recordings from I2SL’s Teachable site. In the fall, 

they are going to continue a series they started two years ago called Collaborate. The chapter’s annual 

holiday social has been successful, and they plan to hold another one at the end of the year. 

 

Colorado: Given the challenges of the pandemic, the board decided to ask sponsors to renew and most 

sponsors did recommit. The combined Education Day was successful, though less than the in-person 

Education Days where they see about 100 people register. They have a two-part series planned: a 

presentation on a new University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus building, followed by a virtual 

tour hosted by JE Dunn.  

 

Arizona: The board is currently looking for a new treasurer. They have a webinar scheduled where Scott 

Kreitlein will present on the same topic as he did during the national conference. The chapter plans on 

having a webinar once every quarter. They are also scheduling tours in Phoenix, Arizona State 

University, and Tucson. They are planning to publish a fume hood exhaust and duct works 

recommendations document in the next month or so.  

 

San Diego: In 2021, they are going to continue to host webinars. Since most of California is shut down, 

they don’t have many opportunities to do activities as a chapter, but they can golf, so they are planning 

to have a golf outing. They also plan to have a holiday event and a scaled-down exhibit event, but that 

may be virtual.  

 

Northern California: The chapter is working on succession planning to replace a few departures. They 

are considering bringing on an intern to help with outreach, either paid or unpaid. They are holding a 

virtual tour with MIT and HGA regarding sustainability for nanotechnology. They received one new 

sponsor in 2020 and decided to extend sponsorships for current sponsors and the memberships for the 

sponsor companies through 2021. They have a new committee, Emerging Professionals, that supports 

young people just starting in the sustainable labs industry. They are also co-sponsoring a career day with 

the local chapter of the International Society for Pharmaceutical Engineering (ISPE). 

 

Emerald City: Typically, the chapter hosts quarterly events. They have two virtual events lined up for this 

year: a panel discussion with the University of Washington and one with Fred Hutchinson Cancer 

Research Center that will discuss the challenges and successes of operating during the pandemic. The 

chapter is going to take advantage of Teachable. In 2021, they will continue to recruit new board 

members and new I2SL members in the area.  

  


