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Learning 
Objectives

Learn about the environmental, social, and economic 
impacts of solid waste materials that come from research, 
healthcare, and teaching laboratories and why waste 
minimization and diversion from landfills is important

Identify challenges and opportunities related to the 
diversion of solid waste materials from laboratories in 
diverse settings

Hear about leading examples of lab user innovations to 
address these challenges

Gain tangible ideas for building connections among key 
stakeholders, and setting and achieving goals for closing 
the loop on the production and disposal of laboratory 
materials and supplies



Trail Guide

LDWG - Where we are now

LDWG ςWhat we have learned

3 Presentations of 

Creative Programs to Inspire Us

Panel Discussion



Where are We Now?

Ilyssa O. Gordon, MD, PhD

Associate Professor of Pathology

Medical Director, 

Office for a Healthy Environment

Cleveland Clinic



RECYCLING



Recycling is messy

Workers sorting at the Waste Management Elkridge Material Recycling Facility in Elkridge, Md.
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Clear messaging is lacking

https://www.wm.com/thinkgreen/pdfs/006028_TriFold_Broch_LoRes_FINAL.pdf

https://www.wm.com/thinkgreen/pdfs/006028_TriFold_Broch_LoRes_FINAL.pdf


Clear messaging is lacking

https://www.republicservices.com/recycling-guide

https://www.republicservices.com/recycling-guide


Clear messaging is lacking

http://www.city.cleveland.oh.us/sites/default/files/forms_publications/Recycling_Guide.pdf

http://www.city.cleveland.oh.us/sites/default/files/forms_publications/Recycling_Guide.pdf


Clear messaging is lacking

https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/trash-and-recycling/recycling/what-can-be-recycled.html

https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/trash-and-recycling/recycling/what-can-be-recycled.html


Education doesnôt always translate into action:

Knowledge Action Gap

https://ahzlearning.com/turning-learning-into-action/
https://www.slideshare.net/KarandeepSingh90/the-gap-

between-knowledge-and-action

https://ahzlearning.com/turning-learning-into-action/
https://www.slideshare.net/KarandeepSingh90/the-gap-between-knowledge-and-action


We wish it could be easieré

Contamination levels 

currently are 25% 

X increases cost

Xdecreases efficiency

X lowers commodity values

X increases risk

At Waste Management facilitiesé

Bowling balls per week:

A. 10

B. 100

C. 1000

Batteries per month

A. 28,000

B. 72,000

C. 136,000

Hours per year spent cleaning screens

A. 14,000

B. 70,000

C. 140,000

Source: Brent Bell VP Recycling Operations Waste Management 

Jan 2019 Waste Management Sustainability Forum



You say Contamination, 
I say Contamination

https://www.hprc.org/single-post/2019/05/31/Answering-Recyclers-Questions-About-Healthcare-Plastics

https://www.hprc.org/single-post/2019/05/31/Answering-Recyclers-Questions-About-Healthcare-Plastics


Geography complicates the picture

https://giecdn.blob.core.windows.net/fileuploads/d

ocument/2019/09/05/poster%202019.pdf

https://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/top-40--

haulers-in-north--america/

MRF: Materials Recovery Facility (sorting)


