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~ builc jons among key stakeholders,
engaglng Industry in innovation, and setting
and achieving goals for closing the loop on the
production and disposal of laboratory materials
and supplies.
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Some Common Challenges Faced for
Lab Waste Diversion at Institutions

1. Inadequate space for collections
2. Need for funding
3. Support required by a mix of stakeholders

4. Finding a recycler that will take lab materials



Challenge: Inadequate space for
collections

Issues:

U Older buildings with insufficient space for even
typi cal recyclingeéenot to

U New buildings or renovations starting to include
space for typical recycling, but not yet aware of
space needed for lab specific recycling



Overcoming space challenges at
CU-Boulder

Storing materials in labs until
pick -up

Gaining trust of CU recycling




Overcoming space challenges at
CU-Boulder

Working with fire marshal
and building managers to
find locations




Overcoming space challenges at
CU-Boulder

Recycling spaces
Incorporated into new
buildings and renovations

Good relationship with CU
Recycling benefits space
for lab materials




Overcoming space challenges at other institutions

Emory University has focused on finding
equipment that fits inside of labs, and adjusting
processes. Lab staff empty the small footprint
containers inside of labs into larger containers in
service elevator or hallway spaces.




Overcoming space challenges at other institutions

GREENING

¥ 3 Cleveland Clinic | ABS

Clinical Plastics
Recycling

PLEASE RECYCLE HERE NOT RECYCLABLE HERE
Bulk white Styrofoam Glass

Soft plastics, including plastics mixed with paper Biohazardous material
Plastic bottles, any size Paper towels

All rigid plastic, recycling symbol or not Gloves

Paperboard

bu c ke e Cleveland Clinic partners with Buckeye Industries, a vocational services
program for individuals with dis 2 e our clinical plastics.

industries For detailed program overview, se s Greening the Labs course.

CLEVELAND CLINIC RECYCLES. For more information visit the Office for a Healthy Environment website at portals.ccf.org/sustainability or email recycling@ccf.org




Challenge: Need for funding

Issues:

Specialized lab materials often cannot be mixed
with traditional recycling

U Funding is needed for lab recycling

U But there is already insufficient funding for
typical recycling



Overcoming funding challenges
at CU -Boulder

Chair of MCDB offers to
pay for recycling

Lab member volunteers




Overcoming funding challenges
at CU -Boulder

Expand MCDB model to
other departments

Method of approach is
Important

Offer to cover start -up
costs and free trial period



