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Objectives:
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1. Explore the reasons many universities struggle to encourage 
the rehoming and sharing of lab equipment/instruments.

2. Understand the connection between lab 
equipment/instrument rehoming and sharing and greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction.

3. Identify the environmental and social benefits of a lab 
equipment/instrument rehoming and sharing program.

4. Analyze the lessons learned from creating a lab 
equipment/instrument rehoming and sharing platform at UT.
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Current System
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U-share-iT

A UT-specific online platform where researchers can post lab 
equipment and instruments they no longer need, with the aim of 
rehoming them to other researchers on campus.
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U-share-iT Team
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How concerned are you about 
your lab's environmental 

footprint? 

Number of responses: 28
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Successes
• Number of Student 

Internships: 3
• Number of Items Posted: 16
• Number of Items Rehomed: 4
• Estimated Cost of Items 

Rehomed: $14,000
• Shortest Time to Rehome an 

Item: 2 hours
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Why are Labs Not Participating?
• No items to rehomed
• Complicated and time-

consuming rehoming 
process

• Do not want to be seen 
as not needing resources 
or space

• Lack of funding holding 
onto items longer
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Item 
Purchased

Item 
Lifespan

Item Used 
in a Lab

Item Sent to 
Surplus Property

Target Timeframe 
for Rehoming

Item Taking Up 
Valuable Lab Space

“On average, lab instruments are running only 35 percent of the 
time…” (Agilent asset management survey)
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https://www.agilent.com/about/features/en/sustainability-through-lab-optimization.html
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Moving Forward
• Partner with building 

managers and additional 
faculty members

• Focus on one building at a 
time

• Advertise at the college 
level

• Add language to Lab Safety 
documents

• Advertise on procurement 
platform
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Lindsey Yazbek- lindsey.yazbek@austin.utexas.edu 
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