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WA Clean Buildings Act
Overview

• A law governing energy performance of 

commercial buildings

• Passed in 2019-2020

• Implementation:

– Tier 1: 

– >220,000 sf: June 2026

– 90,000-220,000 sf: June 2027

– 50,000-90,000 sf: June 2028

– Tier 2: 20,000-50,000 sf: July 2027



WA Clean Buildings Act
Compliance

• O&M Program (based on ASHRAE 180)

• Energy Management Plan

• Building Energy Target and comparison of actual 

performance (not required for Tier 2)

• All new HVAC, DHW, refrigeration, appliances –

must meet federal/state/code efficiency 

requirements



WA Clean Buildings Act
EUI Target (Tier 1)

• EUI Target is based on space use

– “Technology/Science: Laboratory”: 237 kBtuH/sf/yr

– Office: 60-69 kBtuH/sf/yr

– Food service: ~200-400 kBtu/yr

• Buildings permitted after 2016 have an EUI target 15% 

less than other buildings



WA Clean Buildings Act
Compliance (Tier 1)

• If building does not meet target:

– Energy Audit

– Establish EEMs and complete them -> conditional compliance

– Verification after 12 months

• Investment criteria: 

– Owners may apply investment criteria to determine which EEMs are 

implemented. 

– Life Cycle Cost Analysis approach required

– Owners must implement an optimized bundle of EEMs 



WA Clean Buildings Act
Penalties (Tier 1)

• Penalties:

– $5000 + $1/GSF per year

– If pursuing a mitigation plan, $1500 + $0.20/GSF per year

– Penalties prorated for period of noncompliance

– Maximum of 1.5 x annual penalty per 5-yr period



WA Clean Buildings Act
Funding Sources

• Early Adopter Incentive Program

– $.85 per gross square foot of floor area, up to $75M

– Must be >15 EUI above target

– Must undertake audit process

• Washington State Building Electrification Grants

– Competitive application process

– Application materials will be available in fall 2022



WA Clean Buildings Act
Other Pertinent Legislation 

• Seattle is developing a local mandate for carbon emissions for existing 

buildings. 

– >20,000 sf buildings

– Initial requirements phase-in beginning in 2026

• Other proposed laws target utilities and may lead to other incentive 

programs


